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Better Than a Dream

What an incredible meeting! Who would dream that a woman, 70 years old,
would be unaware in this modern world of the existence of someone as close as a
brother! Also, how astounding that he should be living across the street from where
the discovery took place. It was a boon that mother still remembered her Swedish
so that both of them could share feelings and memories of their lives.
What would happen now? Brother and sister must meet again, be together and
to learn to know each other. Harald spoke of taking an English course at night
school and coming to Minneapolis to spend time with his sister. A phone call on his
birthday was a thrill. He immediately recognized the voice of his sister with whom
he had not spoken to for six months.
My impression is that we will have to allow brother and sister to work out their
future. My optimism says that the relationship will be happy and meaningful. On
the other hand there is fear that it will be a disappointment. Reality may be a little
of both. Already we feel that special tie that only blood relatives can have, the tie of
unconditional acceptance just because they were born into a family. I have high
hopes that things will work out. After all, he is my only real Swedish uncle!

A British Seaman's
Discharge for a
Swedish Sailor
Kermit Westerberg»
A certificate of discharge for a Swedish sailor, issued by the Superintendent of
the Merchant Marine Office of the United Kingdom, has surfaced in the archives of
Northwestern University Library in Evanston, IL. The document in question was
issued for J.B. Lundgren, an able-bodied seaman, born in Sweden 1857, who was
discharged from the vessel Star of Bengal, registered in the port of Belfast, on 4
June 1883. Lundgren had signed on board the vessel in London 11 Sept. 1882 and
was discharged at the same place almost ten months later. 1
The discharge paper identified Lundgren as having the highest character marks
for ability and conduct, being given the grade - very good in both categories.
It has not been possible to identify J.B. Lundgren further nor to establish how the
document found its way to the archives in Evanston. Perhaps a reader of SAG can
shed further light on the identity of this Swedish sailor.
* Kermit Westerberg is the archivist-librarian and acting director of the Swenson Swedish Immigration
Research Center in Rock Island, IL.
1
Thanks to the generosity of Kevin Leonard, assistant archivist at Northwestern University Library,
the document has been donated to the Swenson Center in Rock Island.
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A Seaman's Discharge for J.B. Lundgren.
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The reverse side of the discharge showing the grades Lundgren received for
ability and conduct.
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